



Preconventional 


Ages 3–5








Emerging


Ages 4–6





Developing


Ages 5–7





( READING CONTINUUM (CA State Benchmarks)








COMPREHENSION	


Memorizes pattern books, poems, and familiar books.


Listens and responds to literature.


Begins to choose reading materials (e.g., books, magazines, and charts) and has favorites.


Begins to read signs, labels, and logos (environmental print).


Pretends to read.


Demonstrates eagerness to read.


Uses illustrations to tell stories.


Comments on illustrations in books.





CRAFT AND STRUCTURE


Holds book and turns pages correctly.


Shows beginning/end of book or story.





PHONICS & WORD ANALYSIS


Rhymes and plays with words.


Recognizes own name in print.


Knows some letter names.


Recognizes some names and words in context.








COMPREHENSION


Reads simple texts. (Kinder exit level 4)


Actively engages in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.


With support, uses illustrations to retell stories.


With support, uses illustrations and details to describe characters, settings, or events.


With support, makes and adjusts meaningful predictions; uses text to confirm.


With support, uses prior knowledge to connect with text.


With support, makes a picture or mental image during the reading process.


With support, asks and answers questions throughout the reading process.





CRAFT AND STRUCTURE


With support, identifies the role of an author and illustrator.


With support, compares and contrasts the experiences of characters in text.


With support, begins to acquire vocabulary and understand its usage.


Can distinguish between poems, fiction and realistic text.


Demonstrates the understanding of the organization and basic features of print (e.g. Identifies front and back cover and title page of a book. Reads top to bottom, left to right, and front to back).





PHONICS AND WORD ANALYSIS


Uses growing awareness of sound segments (e.g., phonemes, syllables, rhymes, and blending) to read words.


Knows most letter names and letter sounds.


Recognizes many names and words in context.








    COMPREHENSION


Comprehends grade level text. (First grade exit level 16)


Using illustrations and details, retells fiction and identifies the main topic in non-fiction text.  


Uses illustrations/ details to describe characters, settings, or events.


Begins to make and adjust meaningful predictions; uses text to confirm.


Begins to use prior knowledge to connect with text.


Begins to make a mental image when reading or hearing text.


Begins to ask and answer questions throughout the reading process.





CRAFT AND STRUCTURE


Compares and contrasts the experiences of characters in text.


Compares and contrasts two texts on the same topic.


Identifies the role of an author and illustrator.


Begins to acquire vocabulary and understand its usage.


Explains main differences between fantasy and realistic text.


Discusses reading material with others and gives opinions.


Demonstrates the understanding of the organization and basic features of print (e.g. In a sentence distinguishes first word, capitalization, ending punctuation).


In non-fiction text, uses various text structures and features (e.g. headings, table of contents, etc.).


FLUENCY


Reads aloud with accuracy, appropriate rate and expression to support comprehension.


With support, begins to monitor and self-correct to read aloud with accuracy.





    PHONICS AND WORD ANALYSIS


Knows most letter sounds and letter clusters.


Recognizes simple words.


Uses growing awareness of sound segments (e.g., phonemes, syllables, rhymes and blending) to read words.


Knows and applies grade level phonics and word analysis skills.





INDEPENDENT READER BEHAVIORS


Begins to read independently for short periods (5-10 minutes).


Begins to choose “just right” reading materials independently.











